
When we purchased the Candlestick property in 2015, half of the 26 planted acres at the 
northern summit of Howell Mountain required a replant. We were persuaded to keep a 
small section of Grenache and Syrah, right at the intersection of the piece scheduled for 
replanting and the portion of the vineyard that would remain in production. Over the next 
four years, the vines were brought back to health at a simply crazy cost for a few tons of 
fruit. But when we tasted the first editions of “Côte de Craig”—our Syrah/Grenache ode to 
Côte-Rotie—we were blown away by how the wine displayed the volcanic soils, spicy fruit 
and high-elevation structure of Howell Mountain. 

Fast forward to 2020, when heat from the fires damaged the Syrah vines. Enter this 
inaugural release of Grenache, a single-varietal bottling from the 2023 vintage. At just four 
barrels (98 cases) it leans more Châteauneuf-du-Pape than Côte-Rotie, while offering the 
same piercing display of what makes Howell Mountain special. 

2023 | HOWELL MOUNTAIN  
GRENACHE
Candlestick Ridge Estate Vineyard

This single-vineyard estate-grown Howell Mountain Grenache bursts from 
the glass with wild raspberry, black cherry, rose petal, lavender, cracked 
pepper, mountain herbs, and crushed volcanic stone. Serve it alongside 
grilled pork, lamb, chicken, steak, wood-fired pizza, or simply enjoy a bottle 
on the patio as the evening cools. Its versatility is part of its charm.

E S T A T E  V I N E Y A R D
•	 Grown at 2300’ feet of elevation on our Candlestick 

Ridge Vineyard.
•	 Acquired in 2015, along the northern summit ridge of 

Howell Mountain in close proximity to 
our Winery Estate Vineyard.

•	 Candlestick Ridge Vineyard is composed of huge 
boulders and ash-white soil that is volcanic tufa (tuff).

•	 Low nutrient base produces grapes of terrific intensity 
while ensuring low yields and deeply flavored wine 
grapes.

V I N T A G E  N O T E S
•	 2023 was a slow-ripening, cool vintage with long 

hang time and extended skin contact post harvest. 
•	 The primary challenge for the vineyard team was 

to encourage the fruit to optimal ripeness after a 
cold start to the growing season, followed by a cool 
summer. 

•	 Farming organically is always a challenge in cool 
damp years, so attention to detail was crucial to keep 
any mildew from attacking the small clusters.

blend 100% Grenache
harvest dates 9/23/2023
ph 3.83 | ta 4.9g/L  
alcohol 14.8%
barrel aging 18 mo. in French oak; 50% new
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bottling date NEED
cases produced 98
price  CA SRP $70.00
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