
With the 2023 vintage we’ve entered a half-decade of partnership with Silverado Farming Company 
and Pete Richmond’s talented band of partners and crew. Nicholas Antignano has managed our 
Howell Mountain property for consistency and quality over that time, and with 2023 and 2024 we feel 
like we have entered ‘The Zone.’ There simply does not exist a more exceptional pair of vineyards 
in the Napa Valley than the two we shepherd at the top of Howell Mountain. 2023 was not the high-
yield cakewalk on Howell that it was on the valley floor. The exceptionally cool year on an already 
cool site meant that our yields were merely average, and the clusters were small and unblemished 
by desiccation or sunburn.

The 2023 wine is the most classic expression of Howell Mountain Cabernet Sauvignon that we have 
yet produced. It is a textbook example of what Howell Mountain should exhibit in finished wine. It is 
energetic and focused with tremendous length and staying power on the palate.

2023 | HOWELL MOUNTAIN  
CABERNET SAUVIGNON
Candlestick Ridge & Winery Estate Vineyards

2023 was an extended, cool growing season in the Napa Valley; Howell 
Mountain lots were not pressed off until Thanksgiving. Even, slow ripening 
provided ideal flavor concentration and tannin development in the tiny clusters 
that produced a wine of great complexity and structure.  Look for blackberry, 
lavender, graphite and chocolate on the nose, with impressive tannin structure 
on the finish. 

E S T A T E  V I N E Y A R D S
Candlestick Ridge Estate Vineyard 2250’
•	 Pure, white volcanic tufa soils provide excellent 

drainage while ensuring low yields and deeply 
flavored wine grapes

Winery Estate Vineyard 2300’
•	 Planted in 1997 on 110R rootstock;  

red volcanic & tufa soils
•	 Yields average a meager 1.8 tons/acre giving fruit a 

rare power and expression of site
•	 Soils are especially shallow, even for Howell 

Mountain

V I N T A G E  N O T E S
•	 2023 was a slow-ripening, cool vintage with long 

hang time and extended skin contact post harvest. 
•	 The primary challenge for the vineyard team was 

to encourage the fruit to optimal ripeness after a 
cold start to the growing season, followed by a cool 
summer. 

•	 Farming organically is always a challenge in cool 
damp years, so attention to detail was crucial to 
keep any mildew from attacking the small clusters.

blend 90% Cabernet Sauvignon,  
6% Malbec, 2% Merlot, 2% Petit Verdot
harvest dates 10/6/2023 - 10/25/2023
ph 3.76 | ta 5.7g/L  
alcohol 14.8%
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barrel aging 18 mo. in French oak; 85% new.
bottling date May 2025
cases produced 1740
price  CA SRP $118.00
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